
 

 

 

NURSERY INFORMATION 



 

 

 

“I cannot wish for a    
better school because I 
know it is the best.” 
 
Parent 



 

 
Welcome to the Nursery... 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For many parents/carers, this may be the first time your child has left you. You may feel 
anxious and need many questions answered. This booklet is intended to provide you with 
reassurance, to answer frequently asked questions and to share information about how we 
work.  
 
You are your child’s first teacher and you know your child better than anyone. We wish to 
work in partnership with you. Together we can extend and develop the learning your child 
brings from home. Our partnership will ensure that your child’s time in Nursery will be a very 
successful start to their school-based educational life.  
 
The aim of the Nursery is to create a caring and lively atmosphere where you and your child 
feel welcome. The Nursery aims to reflect the rich variety of cultures within our school and 
to value everyone, giving each other the chance to fully develop.  
 
We hope that you and your child enjoy your time working with us in the Nursery.  
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Lucy McCall 
Foundation Stage Phase Leader 

Sarah Cobb  
Assistant Headteacher -     
Teaching and Learning        
Foundation Stage and Key Stage 



Part time sessions  
Mornings: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Afternoons: 12:30 pm - 3:30 pm 
 

Full time sessions  
9:00 am - 3:30 pm  
 
Ensuring your child arrives for Nursery before the session start time (9:00 am in the                     
morning; 12:30 pm in the afternoon)  will mean they have a calm and purposeful start to the 
day. The staff begin sessions with a teaching focus to welcome and settle your child and                
introduce the activities for the session.  Our experience tells us that lateness and poor                
attendance have a negative impact on a child’s ability to settle into the school environment. 
It is also disruptive to other children who have already settled. 
 
Similarly, we ask that you collect your child on time since it can be a distressing and                      
anxious time if they are left behind after classmates have been collected.  

 

 
Times of sessions... 
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Why a home visit?... 
 
 

 

In order for your child to feel welcome and secure at school, a member of the Nursery team 
and another member of school staff will arrange a home visit prior to starting Nursery. This 
will provide your child with a familiar contact who will offer reassurance during their settling-
in period during their first few weeks.  
 
This visit is essentially to provide reassurance for your child and an opportunity for you to 
share with your child’s Key Worker all relevant information you feel is beneficial in enabling 
the school to support your child’s needs and interests when they start at Nursery.  
 
The more we work together and share information, the happier your child will be and the 
more progress they will be able to make.  
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“Parents are delighted with the school 
and all that it does for their children.” 
 
Ofsted 

 



During the summer term you are welcome to bring your child to Nursery for ‘Stay and Play’ 
sessions.  You will receive a letter informing you of the dates and times these sessions will 
be taking place. Children who regularly attend some ‘Stay and Play’ sessions in the summer 
term are often more confident in the Nursery setting and with the adults, facilities and      
routines when they start in September.  
 
During these sessions, please take every opportunity to play with your child and encourage 
them to explore as many experiences as possible. Showing your child the coat pegs, snack 
table and the toilets ensures familiarity in September.  
 
When at home during this time, encouraging your child to be independent in skills such as 
using the toilet, washing hands and putting on coats further prepares them for Nursery.  
 
 

School uniform  
During your visits, you will be able to buy school uniform from the North Building office. 
  
Please see the Key Information for Parents booklet or the uniform page on the school    
website for further details. 
  

www.cyriljackson.towerhamlets.sch.uk/parents/uniform 

 

 
Visits to the Nursery... 
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Young children need time to build relationships with staff and other children. Even if they 
have had the experience of staying with child-minders, attending a playgroup or another 
nursery, settling at Cyril Jackson will be a new experience.  
 
It is important that settling in and gradual separation is a happy experience for you and your 
child. Every child is unique, therefore, the Nursery staff use their knowledge and experience 
to support this process in liaison with you.  
 
All Nursery staff are very happy to discuss concerns or queries from parents before 9.00 am 
or after 3.30 pm - when they are not supporting children. If you feel your conversation will 
take longer than a few minutes, please arrange a mutually convenient time to meet.  
 
 

Bringing and collecting children  
We like you to bring your child into Nursery at the beginning of each session.  
 
At the end of the session, we will only let a child be collected by an adult who is known to 
us. If you are unable to collect yourself, please advise who will be collecting your child, well 
in advance. In the event of lateness, please telephone us so that we can make your child 
aware.  
 
Please note: we only allow adults aged 18 or over to collect children.  

 

 
Settling in... 

07 



The Nursery entrance is for the use of families using the Nursery only. Please close the 
gate behind you as you enter the garden.  
 
Children need to be brought into the Nursery building each day to be welcomed by a              
member of staff.  
 
In order to keep you informed, an accident book is used to record any bumps or scratches 
the children may acquire during the day. Similarly, please advise us of any accidents out of 
school, so that we can support your child, if necessary.  
 
In the event of any concerns about child safety, in the interests of the child, the school will 
use Local Authority procedures to follow this up.  
 
We aim to provide a safe and secure environment for your child and we appreciate your 
support with maintaining this.  
 
 

 

 
Safeguarding  
and child protection... 
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“Outstanding care and support 
for pupils.”  
 
Ofsted 



Upon arrival, your child will be welcomed by a member of staff. If they find it difficult to      
settle, the same member of staff will try to greet them and build up a special relationship.  
 
We plan a wide range of experiences to inspire children to explore all areas of the                     
curriculum and to develop a range of skills and attitudes. To encourage children to learn, it 
is important for experiences to be interesting, challenging and exciting. The Nursery is             
organised in the following areas:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All the equipment and resources are accessible to the children and they are free to choose 
their own activities. 
 
Staff work alongside the children, answering questions, suggesting ways to extend activities 
and  introducing new words and ideas. They closely monitor the children and their interests 
and this information is used to inform the next steps in their learning. Children are given  
opportunities for both individual and group work.  

 
A session in Nursery... 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 reading  
 writing 

 mathematical  

 construction  

 music  

 listening  

 role play, which includes a ‘home’ 
area  

 water play  

 sand play – wet and dry  

 painting  

 collage  

 model making  

 dough, or other malleable material  

 ‘messy’ play  
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Over the course of a week, children participate in adult-led activities across seven areas of 
learning (see pages 11-12) both inside and outside the classroom. This enables staff to  
introduce and model learning and assess progress. The assessments are then used by staff 
to plan an appropriate curriculum.  
 
In order for your child to access the outdoor learning environment, please ensure they have 
suitable clothing, footwear and a waterproof coat at all times. 
  
A snack table is available to the children throughout the session where they can sit together 
and enjoy fruit, milk and water. They are encouraged to be independent.  
 
Half an hour before the end of the session, the Nursery is tidied ready for story and song 
time.  The staff work alongside the children to tidy up.  
 
Story and song time is enjoyed by most children. Although it can be difficult for them to be 
part of a group at first, as their confidence grows, the length of the story time increases.  
 
Parents and carers collect their children from the story groups.  
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There are seven areas of learning and development that must shape educational                          
programmes in early years settings.  All areas of learning and development are important 
and inter-connected.  Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and 
enthusiasm for learning, and for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and 
thrive.  These three areas, the prime areas, are: 
 
1. Communication and language development  

Involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich language environment; to 
develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen 
in a range of situations.  

 
2. Physical development  

Involves providing opportunities for young children to be active and interactive; and to 
develop their co-ordination, control, and movement. Children must also be helped to 
understand the importance of physical activity, and to make healthy choices in relation 
to food.  
 

3. Personal, social and emotional development  
Involves helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves, and others; to 
form positive relationships and develop respect for others; to develop social skills and 
learn how to manage their feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in groups; 
and to have confidence in their own abilities.  

 
 
 

 
The areas of learning and 
development... 
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We also support children in four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are 
strengthened and applied.  The specific areas are:  
 
1. Literacy development  

Involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and 
write. Children must be given access to a wide range of reading materials (books,  
poems, and other written materials) to ignite their interest.  

 
2. Mathematics  

Involves providing children with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in 
counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and                      
subtraction problems; and to describe shapes, spaces, and measures.  

 
3. Understanding the world  

Involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community 
through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places,                     
technology and the environment.  

 
4. Expressive arts and design  

Involves enabling children to explore and play with a wide range of media and                     
materials, as well as providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their 
thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, 
dance, role-play, and design and technology. 



 

To help your child make progress, it is important to show an interest in their work - starting 
at Nursery. We know that you will value work produced by your child as a means of                     
encouragement and support. 
  
Extend their independence and learning by letting your child help with activities, such as 
tidying, washing, shopping, cooking, washing up and cleaning.  Ask them to repeat the 
songs they have learnt or to explain to you what activities they have undertaken.  As your 
child’s first teacher, you have the opportunity to make a positive impact on their capacity for 
achievement and success in the future.  
 
Please help us give your child the best possible start in life.  
 
It is our intention to make your child’s time in Nursery both happy and rewarding.                          
 
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to speak to a member of staff.  

 

 
Helping your child... 
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“Outstanding links with parents.”  
 
Ofsted 



 



North Building 

South Building 

 

North Building 
51 Three Colt Street 
Limehouse 
London 
E14 8HH 
 
South Building 
Limehouse Causeway 
Limehouse 
E14 8AQ 
 
Telephone: 020 7987 3737 


